Bay Ridge Prep – Middle School Summer Reading 2018
GOLD Reading List
Instructions:
● Read the following book summaries, provided by Amazon, to determine which books
you might be interested in.
●

Students should read at least 2 books from the appropriate list below. Read and
annotate the books and be prepared to discuss them in September.

●

Write three open-ended questions for each book read.

●

In addition, students must read 1 additional book of their choosing. Check out the
following link for suggestions:
o https://www.goodreads.com/genres/young-adult

Entering 6th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Growing up: What does it mean to grow up?

1. Every Living Thing by Cynthia Rylant
Overview: Here are twelve deeply moving short stories from the perceptive
pen of Cynthia Rylant. Each captures the moment when someone's life
changes — when an animal causes a human being to see things in a
different way, and, perhaps, changes his life.
Twelve stories in which animals change people's lives for the better.

2. Rules by Cynthia Lord
Overview: Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal life. Which is near
impossible when you have a brother with autism and a family that revolves
around his disability. She's spent years trying to teach David the rules from "a
peach is not a funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in public"---in
order to head off David's embarrassing behaviors. But the summer Catherine
meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and Kristi, the next-door friend
she's always wished for, it's her own shocking behavior that turns everything
upside down and forces her to ask: What is normal?

3. Year of The Dog by Grace Lin
Overview: This funny and profound debut novel by prolific illustrator Lin tells
the story of young Pacy who, as she celebrates the Chinese New Year with
her family, discovers this is the year she is supposed to "find herself."
Illustrations.

4. Loser by Jerry Spinelli
Overview: Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and
wants to be like his dad when he grows up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with
all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls down with laughter

over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy
to hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences
show that any name can someday become "hero." Even though his classmates from first grade
on have considered him strange and a loser, Donald Zinkoff's optimism and exuberance and the
support of his loving family do not allow him to feel that
way about himself.
5. Niagara Falls or Does It? Hank Zipzer #1 by Henry Winkler
Overview: For Hank, fourth grade does not start out on the right foot. First of
all, he gets called to the principal's office on the very first day of school. Then
the first assignment his teacher gives him is to write five paragraphs on "What
You Did This Summer." Hank is terrified-writing one good sentence is hard for
him, so how in the world is he going to write five whole paragraphs? Hank
comes up with a plan: instead of writing what he did on vacation, he'll show
what he did. But when Hank's "living essay" becomes a living disaster, he finds
himself in detention. Strangely enough, however, detention ends up
becoming a turning point in his life. Inspired by his own experiences with
undiagnosed dyslexia, actor/director Henry Winkler presents this new series
about the high-spirited and funny adventures of a fourth-grader with learning
differences.

6. Summer School! What Genius Thought That Up? Hank Zipzer #8 by Henry
Winkler
Overview: Summer school are two words in the English language that Hank
Zipzer doesn't want to learn. But there's no getting out of this one for
Hank-summer school, here he comes! Will Hank have to spend the summer
bored to death inside a sweltering classroom, or will he actually learn a cool
lesson or two?

Entering 7th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Society: How do we engage in society? How do we confront social
challenges?
1. Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Overview: Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her
family's ranch in Mexico. She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home
filled with servants, and Mama, Papa, and Abuelita to care for her. But a
sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle
in a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard work,
financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of
acceptance she now faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better
working conditions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a
way to rise above her difficult circumstances-because Mama's life, and her
own, depend on it.

2. Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix
Overview: Jessie lives with her family in the frontier village of Clifton, Indiana,
in 1840 — or so she believes. When diphtheria strikes the village and the
children of Clifton start dying, Jessie's mother reveals a shocking secret — it's
actually 1996, and they are living in a reconstructed village that serves as a
tourist site. In the world outside, medicine exists that can cure the dread
disease, and Jessie's mother is sending her on a dangerous mission to bring
back help.
But beyond the walls of Clifton, Jessie discovers a world even more alien and
threatening than she could have imagined, and soon she finds her own life in
jeopardy. Can she get help before the children of Clifton, and Jessie herself,
run out of time?

3. Ungifted by Gordon Korman
Overview: The word gifted has never been applied to a kid like Donovan Curtis.
It's usually more like Don't try this at home. So when the troublemaker pulls a
major prank at his middle school, he thinks he's finally gone too far. But thanks
to a mix-up, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of
Scholastic Distinction (ASD), a special program for gifted and talented students.
It wasn't exactly what Donovan had intended, but there couldn't be a more
perfect hideout. That is, if he can manage to fool people whose IQs are above
genius level. But after an ongoing experiment with a live human (sister), an
unforgettably dramatic middle-school dance, and the most astonishing
come-from-behind robot victory ever, Donovan shows that his gifts might be
exactly what the ASD students never knew they needed.

4. City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
Overview: It is always night in the city of Ember. But there is no moon, no stars.
The only light during the regular twelve hours of "day" comes from floodlamps
that cast a yellowish glow over the streets of the city. Beyond are the
pitch-black Unknown Regions, which no one has ever explored because an
understanding of fire and electricity has been lost, and with it the idea of a
Moveable Light. "Besides," they tell each other, "there is nowhere but here"
Among the many other things the people of Ember have forgotten is their
past and a direction for their future. For 250 years they have lived pleasantly,
because there has been plenty of everything in the vast storerooms. But now
there are more and more empty shelves--and more and more times when the
lights flicker and go out, leaving them in terrifying blackness for long minutes.
What will happen when the generator finally fails?

5. Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea
Overview: It’s the start of fifth grade for seven kids at Snow Hill School. There’s
. . . Jessica, the new girl, smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time
fitting in; Alexia, a bully, your friend one second, your enemy the next; Peter,
class prankster and troublemaker; Luke, the brain; Danielle, who never stands
up for herself; shy Anna, whose home situation makes her an outcast; and
Jeffrey, who hates school. Only Mr. Terupt, their new and energetic teacher,
seems to know how to deal with them all. He makes the classroom a fun
place, even if he doesn’t let them get away with much . . . until the snowy
winter day when an accident changes everything—and everyone.

6. Ashes of Roses by MJ Ausch
Overview: When she arrives on Ellis Island as a seventeen-year-old Irish
immigrant, Rose Nolan is looking for a land of opportunities; what she finds is
far from all she'd dreamed. Stubborn and tenacious, she refuses to give up.
Left alone to fend for herself and her younger sister, Rose is thrust into a
hard-knock life of tenements and factory work. When the devastating
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911 rushes into Rose's life, her confusions are
brought to an all-too-painful head. To whom and to what can she turn when
everything around her is in ashes?

Entering 8th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Identity: What defines you?

1.  Heat by Mike Lupica
Overview: The #1 New York Times bestseller inspired by the true-life story of a
former little leaguer. Twelve-year-old Michael Arroyo lives in the shadows of
Yankee Stadium, home of his heroes, but a place that might as well be on a
different continent since he can’t afford to see the inside. He also lives in the
shadows of his Bronx neighborhood, hiding from the bill collectors and the
officials who would separate him from his seventeen-year-old brother if they
knew the two boys were living on their own. Baseball is Michael’s only salvation,
along with his dream of playing in the Little League World Series—until a rival
accuses Michael of being older than the league limit. With no parents and a
birth certificate that is stuck in his native Cuba, the shadows in Michael’s life
grow darker. But that is when heroes emerge, and for Michael, heroes don’t
come any bigger than the Yankees.

2. A Mango Shaped Space by Wendy Mass
Overview: Mia Winchell has synesthesia, the mingling of perceptions whereby a
person can see sounds, smell colors, or taste shapes. Forced to reveal her
condition, she must look to herself to develop an understanding and
appreciation of her gift in this coming-of-age novel.
Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special color with
every letter, number, and sound, keeps this a secret until she becomes
overwhelmed by school, changing relationships, and the loss of something
important to her.

3. Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
Overview: In Flint, Michigan at the height of the Great Depression, Bud is on his
own with his suitcase full of memories. After being placed and subsequently
mistreated, once again in foster care, he has decided that he has had enough
of the system and takes his future into his own hands. His late momma may
never have told him who his father is, but she left flyers advertising the famous
musician, Herman E. Calloway, and Bud sets off on a quest to find him. His
journey brings him into contact with the harsh realities and struggles of the time,
but Bud refuses to give in. His perseverance and positive attitude when he has
no one but himself to believe in will have readers young and old rooting for him.

4. Divergent by Veronica Roth
Overview: Narnia...the land beyond the wardrobe, the secret country known
only to Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy...the place where the adventure
begins. Lucy is the first to find the secret of the wardrobe in the professor's
mysterious old house. At first, no one believes her when she tells of her
adventure in the land of Narnia. But soon Edmund and then Peter and Susan
discover the Magic and meet Aslan, the Great Lion, for themselves. In the blink
of an eye, their lives are changed forever. Four English school children find
their way through the back of a wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and
assist Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over the White Witch, who has cursed
the land with eternal winter.

5. Wonder by R.J. Palacio
Overview: August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now,
has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at
Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face.
WONDER, now a #1 New York Times bestseller and included on the Texas
Bluebonnet Award master list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon
switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These
perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy,
compassion, and acceptance.

6. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Overview: Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future
into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an
all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school
mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written,The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences,
coupled with poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, chronicles
the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts
to break away from the life he thought he was destined to live

