Bay Ridge Prep – Middle School Summer Reading 2018
BLUE Reading List
Instructions:
● Read the following book summaries, provided by Amazon, to determine which books
you might be interested in.
●

Students should read at least 2 books from the appropriate list below. Read and
annotate the books and be prepared to discuss them in September.

●

Write three open-ended questions for each book read.

●

In addition, students must read 1 additional book of their choosing. Check out the
following link for suggestions:
o https://www.goodreads.com/genres/young-adult
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Entering 6th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Growing up in a diverse world: What does it mean to grow up?
1. Holes by Louis Sachar
Overview: Stanley Yelnats, a kid who is under a curse. A curse that began
with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has
since followed generations of Yelnats. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent
to a boys' detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the warden makes
the boys "build character" by spending all day, every day, digging holes
five feet wide and five feet deep. It doesn't take long for Stanley to realize
there's more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake:
the warden is looking for something. Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this
inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and
redemption.
2. Flush by Carl Hiaasen
Overview: Bestselling novelist Carl Hiaasen is back with another hysterical
mystery adventure for young readers, set in the Florida Keys.
Noah's dad has a little problem with anger control. He tried to stop the
Coral Queen casino boat's illegal dumping . . . by sinking the boat. But
his bold protest fizzles: within days the casino is back in business, and
Noah's dad is behind bars and out of action.
Now Noah is determined to succeed where his father failed. But even
though pumping raw sewage into the waters of the Florida Keys is both
gross and against the law, turns out it's near impossible to catch the
flusher—especially when he's already bamboozled the prosecutors, the
local press, and even the Coast Guard.
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3. The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg
Overview: The View from Saturday is a Newbury Award Medal book about
a team of four sixth graders, called “The Souls”, as they compete against in
the state academic bowl. The book alternates between the progress of the
competition and the individual stories of the main characters. Each
character has his or her own obstacle to overcome in order to come
together as a team capable of competing against the eighth grade. This
contemporary realistic fiction book is about friendships, journeys, and
teamwork.

4. So B. It by Sarah Weeks
Overview: You couldn't really tell about Mama′s brain just from looking at
her, but it was obvious as soon as she spoke. She had a high voice, like a
little girl′s, and she only knew 23 words. I know this for a fact, because we
kept a list of the things Mama said tacked to the inside of the kitchen
cabinet. Most of the words were common ones, like good and more and
hot, but there was one word only my mother said: soof. Although she lives
an unconventional lifestyle with her mentally disabled mother and their
doting neighbour, Bernadette, Heidi has a lucky streak that has a way of
pointing her in the right direction. When a mysterious word in her mother′s
vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi′s thirst for the truth leads her on a
cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past.

5. Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius-and, above all, a
criminal mastermind. But even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on
when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These
aren't the fairies of bedtime stories; these fairies are armed and
dangerous.Artemis thinks he has them right where he wants them but
then they stop playing by the rules.
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6. The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
In this Newbery Medal-winning novel, Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits
an unusual place—he's the only living resident of a graveyard. Raised from
infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, Bod has
learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their
ghostly teachings—such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see
him.
Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders and terrors of the worlds of
both the living and the dead? And then there are being such as ghouls
that aren't really one thing or the other.

Bay Ridge Prep – Middle School Summer Reading 2018
BLUE Reading List
Entering 7th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Society: What does it mean to be a member of a society?
1. Matched by Ally Condie
Overview: Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right
choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So when
Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia
knows he is her ideal mate . . . until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for
an instant before the screen fades to black. The Society tells her it's a
glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on the happy life
she's destined to lead with Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about
Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the Society's
infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: between Xander and
Ky, between the only life she's known and a path that no one else has
dared to follow.
2. Divergent by Veronica Roth
Overview: In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago, society is divided into
five factions, each dedicated to the cultivation of a particular virtue.
On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select
the faction to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice,
the decision is between staying with her family and being who she
really is—she can't have both. So she makes a choice that surprises
everyone, including herself. During the highly competitive initiation that
follows, Beatrice renames herself Tris and struggles to determine who
her friends really are—and where, exactly, a romance with a
sometimes fascinating, sometimes infuriating boy fits into the life she's
chosen. But Tris also has a secret, one she's kept hidden from everyone
because she's been warned it can mean death. And as she discovers
a growing conflict that threatens to unravel her seemingly perfect
society, she also learns that her secret might help her save those she
loves . . . or it might destroy her.

3. City of Ember by Jeanne Duprau
Overview: The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race.
Two hundred years later, the great lamps that light the city are beginning
to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient message, she’s sure it holds a
secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must decipher the
message before the lights go out on Ember forever! This stunning debut
novel offers refreshingly clear writing and fascinating, original characters.
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be
a Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city,
perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.
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4. The Declaration by Gemma Malley
Overview: In the year 2140, it is illegal to be young. Children are all but
extinct. The world is a better place. Longevity drugs are a fountain of
youth. Sign the Declaration, agree not to have children and you too can
live forever. Refuse, and you will live as an outcast. For the children born
outside the law, it only gets worse – Surplus status. Not everyone thinks
Longevity is a good thing, but you better be clear what side you’re on. . . .
Surplus Anna is about to find out what happens when you can’t decide if
you should cheat the law or cheat death.

5. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Guy Montag is a fireman. In his world, where television rules and literature
is on the brink of extinction, firemen start fires rather than put them out. His
job is to destroy the most illegal of commodities, the printed book, along
with the houses in which they are hidden. Montag never questions the
destruction and ruin his actions produce, returning each day to his bland
life and wife, Mildred, who spends all day with her television “family.” But
then he meets an eccentric young neighbor, Clarisse, who introduces him
to a past where people didn’t live in fear and to a present where one
sees the world through the ideas in books instead of the mindless chatter
of television. When Mildred attempts suicide and Clarisse suddenly
disappears, Montag begins to question everything he has ever known. He
starts hiding books in his home, and when his pilfering is discovered, the
fireman has to run for his life.

6. Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Overview: In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien
race's next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and train
them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives with his
kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves
more than anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were
candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the cut—young
Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military
training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the
Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet
growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers Ender suffers greatly
from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an
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unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psychological battles include
loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and
fanning the flames of devotion to his beloved sister.
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Entering 8th Grade
Language Arts Theme: Identity: What defines you?
1. The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
Overview: It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some
words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and
quite a lot of thievery. . . . Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living
outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by
stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help
of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen
books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man
hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau. This is an
unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul.
2. The Fault in our Stars by John Green
Overview: Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a
few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter
inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus
Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about
to be completely rewritten. Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in
Our Stars is award-winning-author John Green's most ambitious and
heartbreaking work yet, brilliantly exploring the funny, thrilling, and tragic
business of being alive and in love.

3. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
Overview: "A profoundly moving novel, and an honest and true one. It cuts
right to the heart of life...If you miss A Tree Grows in Brooklyn you will deny
yourself a rich experience...It is a poignant and deeply understanding story of
childhood and family relationships. The Nolan’s lived in the Williamsburg slums
of Brooklyn from 1902 until 1919...Their daughter Francie and their son Neely
knew more than their fair share of the privations and sufferings that are the lot
of a great city's poor. Primarily this is Francie's book. She is a superb feat of
characterization, an imaginative, alert, resourceful child. And Francie's
growing up and beginnings of wisdom are the substance of A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn." —New York Times

4. Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
Overview: In the year 2045, reality is an ugly place. The only time Wade Watts
really feels alive is when he’s jacked into the OASIS, a vast virtual world where
most of humanity spends their days. When the eccentric creator of the OASIS
dies, he leaves behind a series of fiendish puzzles, based on his obsession with
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the pop culture of decades past. Whoever is first to solve them will inherit his vast fortune – and
control of the OASIS itself. Then Wade cracks the first clue. Suddenly he’s beset by rivals who’ll kill
to take this prize. The race is on – and the only way to survive is to win.

5. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Overview: Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist
growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future
into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an
all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school
mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written,The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences,
coupled with poignant drawings that reflect the character's art, chronicles
the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts
to break away from the life he thought he was destined to live

6. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her
life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the
Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating
effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of
committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last
emperors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the
history of her country.

